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GATHERING AND PREPARATION 

 
Mass setting: St Thomas Mass (David Thorne) 
 
Entrance Hymn: Of the Father’s love begotten  (TIS 390) 
 

Of the Father's love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the Source, the Ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore! 
 
O that birth forever blessed, 
when the Virgin, full of grace, 
by the Spirit’s power conceiving, 
bore the saviour of our race; 
and the babe, the world's redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore! 
 
This is he whom seers and sages 
sang of old with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-expected; 
let creation praise its Lord,  
evermore and evermore! 
 
In the heights of heaven, adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing: 
all dominions, bow before him 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
every voice in concert ring,  
evermore and evermore! 

 
Aurelius Clemens Prudentius 348–c. 413 

tr. John Mason Neale 1818–66, Henry William Baker 1827–77 and others 
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Sentence of Scripture 
 
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 
for glory to your people Israel. 

— Luke 2.30–32 
 
The president greets the people. 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All    Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
All    And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of Preparation  

 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Confession  
 
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 
‘You shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’ 
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's 
forgiveness. 
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Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Hymn of Praise (Gloria in excelsis) 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Collect  
 
Saving God, 
whose Son Jesus was presented in the temple 
and was acclaimed the glory of Israel 
and the light of the nations: 
grant that in him we may be presented to you 
and in the world may reflect his glory; 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 
A Reading from Old Testament    Isaiah 61:10–62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.   For 
Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her 
salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by 
a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of your God.  

Hear the word of the Lord, 
All    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 148    
 
1 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven: 

O praise him in the heights. 
2 Praise him, all his angels: 

O praise him, all his host. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon: 

praise him, all you stars of light. 
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4 Praise him, you highest heaven: 
and you waters that are above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
for he commanded and they were made. 

6 He established them for ever and ever: 
he made an ordinance which shall not pass away. 

7 O praise the Lord from the earth: 
praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

8 Fire and hail, mist and snow: 
and storm-wind fulfilling his command; 

9 Mountains and all hills: 
fruit trees and all cedars; 

10 Beasts of the wild, and all cattle: 
creeping things and winged birds; 

11 Kings of the earth, and all peoples: 
princes, and all rulers of the world; 

12 Young men and maidens: 
old folk and children together. 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
for his name alone is exalted. 

14 His glory is above earth and heaven: 
and he has lifted high the horn of his people. 

15 Therefore he is the praise of all his servants: 
of the children of Israel, a people that is near him. Praise the 
Lord. 

 
A Reading from New Testament    Galatians 4:4–7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but 
a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  

Hear the word of the Lord, 
All    Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel 
[Luke 2:22–40] 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
All    Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as 
it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according 
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant 
in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 
the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
All    Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon 
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AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 
 
All   We believe in one God, 

who made and loves all that is. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was born, lived, died and rose again, 
and is coming to call all to account. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
who calls, equips and sends out God’s people, 
and brings all things to their true end. 
 

This is our faith, the faith of the Church: 
All   We believe in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. 
Let us bring before God the needs of the world. 
 
Wonderful counsellor, 
give your wisdom to the rulers of the nations. 
Lord, in your mercy 
All    hear our prayer. 
 
Mighty God, 
make the whole world know 
that the government is on your shoulders. 
Lord, in your mercy 
All    hear our prayer. 
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Everlasting Father, 
establish your reign of justice and righteousness for ever. 
Lord, in your mercy 
All    hear our prayer. 
 
Prince of peace, 
bring in the endless kingdom of your peace. 
Lord, in your mercy 
All    hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty Lord, 
All   hear our prayer 

and fulfil your purposes in us, 
as you accomplished your will 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Together we say the Cathedral Prayer 

Living and eternal Christ, 
bless the ministry of this Cathedral 
as a place of pilgrimage and prayer. 
May our doors always be open to pilgrims, 
may our hearts always be open to one another, 
and may our minds always be open to new truth. 
Draw us deeply into the mystery of your life, 
your death, and your resurrection, 
now and always. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

– Isaiah 9:6 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All    And also with you. 
 
All may exchange a sign of peace in a COVID-safe manner. 
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THE OFFERTORY 
 
Offertory hymn: Unto us a boy is born (TIS 293) 
 

Unto us a boy is born! 
King of all creation, 
came he to a world forlorn, 
the Lord of ev'ry nation. 
 
Cradled in a stall was he 
with sleepy cows and asses; 
but the very beasts could see 
that he the world surpasses. 
 
Herod then with fear was filled: 
‘A prince,’ he said, ‘in Jewry!’ 
All the little boys he killed 
at Bethlem in his fury. 
 
Now may Mary's son, who came 
so long ago to love us, 
lead us all with hearts aflame 
unto the joys above us. 
 
Alpha and Omega he! 
Let the organ thunder, 
while the choir with peals of glee 
now rends the air asunder. 
 

Anon., Latin 15th cent. 
tr. Percy Dearmer 1867–1936 alt. 

 
 
 
The gifts are brought to the Lord’s Table. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer. 
Fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 
it will become our spiritual drink 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
and for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All    We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, ever living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 

In your Word made flesh 
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 
By his death on the cross, 
and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name. 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
  



 12 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Merciful God, we thank you 
for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
All    Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

 
Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
proclaiming his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 
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Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise. 
 
All    Blessing and honour and glory and power  

are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND 
HOLYCOMMUNION 

 
The president breaks the bread. 

As this broken bread was once many grains,  
which have been gathered together and made one bread:  

so may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 

 
Agnus dei (Lamb of God) is sung. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
 

The president elevates the consecrated elements and calls the people of God 
to the Table of Jesus. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Holy things for holy people. 
Broken things for broken people. 
 

 
All the children of God have a place at God’s Table. 
 
Anyone who would normally receive Holy Communion in their own Christian 
tradition is welcome to receive the Sacrament with us here today.  
 
Those who prefer to receive a personal blessing from the priest rather than 
Holy Communion are invited to come to the Altar and simply cross their arms 
in front of them so the clergy know their desire. 
 
Gluten-free wafers are available on request. 

 
 
 

Notices 
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THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
Final hymn: Joy to the world (TIS 268) 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
let earth receive its king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns; 
let us our songs employ; 
while fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and make the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and, wonders, wonders of his love. 

Isaac Watts 1674–1748 alt. 
 
 
The president says 
 
God of heaven, dwelling among us, 
we thank you for feeding us with this holy food. 
By your grace keep us ever faithful  
to your Word made flesh 
that as his body in the world 
we may bring your presence to all people. 

Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage 
in the power of your Spirit. 
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The Blessing 
 
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one  
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
All   Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
 
 
 
Organ Postlude:  
 
 
 
 
 
The order of service is adapted from Common Worship published by the 
Church of England and reproduced with permission. Hymns are from 
Together in Song and are reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence No. 
1966. 
 
 
 
 


